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Dear Mrs Metcalfe

Thank you for your letter dated 19 August to the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) about wind power. We sincerely apologise for the long delay in replying to you.

Wind generators, in the same way as all other industries, are covered by the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 (HSWA) which requires them as duty holders to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health and safety of their employees and any members of the public who may be affected by their activities. 

Duty-holders are responsible for assessing and controlling the risks from their undertaking and it is for the sector to prepare industry standards. For example, RenewableUK, the trade and professional body for the wind industry in the UK, have published wind turbine safety rules and guidance, details of which can be seen at http://www.renewableuk.com/. 

In the UK, The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) performs appropriate regulatory checks on the operation and maintenance of wind turbines and also commissions research as needed. Where there is evidence that monitoring programmes may be required to increase understanding of potential health impacts of any activity then these should be conducted. 

Turning to your last question, in 2012, DECC estimated that approximately 7.4 million tonnes of CO2 were avoided in the UK where onshore wind power displaces electricity generated from fossil-fuelled power generation. This figure was calculated using the total amount of electricity generated by onshore wind (12,121 GWh of electricity for onshore wind), multiplied by an estimate of the amount of carbon dioxide emissions per gigawatt hour (GWh) of electricity supplied for the known fossil fuel mix for electricity generation in the UK (609t CO2/Gwh), divided by average equivalent carbon emissions per capita 2009 (7.4 million tonnes). The Department publishes these figures as part of it Digest of UK energy statistics (DUKES) series, which can be viewed online at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/digest-of-uk-energy-statistics-dukes#2013

I hope that this is useful.

Yours sincerely, 
DECC Correspondence Unit


